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Ed and Christine Blais’ 1959 356A 
sunroof coupe was the viewer-
chosen winner of the mini-concours 
presented at the Kimball Arts Festi-
val in Park City. More on page 18. 
(photo courtesy Brian Pusey)
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This has been a very good year for our Intermoun-
tain Region. Our High Performance Driver Education 
and Club Racing events at Miller Motorsports Park 
were well attended both by our own members and 
by Porsche people from the Regions around us. 
These programs brought needed funds to our club 
this year, providing a solid financial base for our 
commitments to future events at this great track and 
beautiful venue.

Our six-event Autocross series saw solid support 
by the usual participants this year, and many new 
people brought their cars out to these “small track” 
events for the first time. Autocross is often where 
owners get their initial taste of competing with their 
Porsches, both classic ones and newer cars. It can 
be a training ground of sorts for future HPDE and 
Club Race participants. A wrap-up of the season 
starts on page 6.

The events that always bring 
out the most club members are 
our Socials. Our season-opening 
social, at Rodizio Grill at the end 
of March, was a big success. Not 
only did everyone eat too much, 
but we had quite a few Porsche 
Club of America national people 
attend and give our member-
ship the low-down on the 57th 
annual Porsche Parade. We 
had Manny Alban, President of 
PCA; Vu Nguyen, PCA Executive 
Director; Susan Brown, Porsche 
Parade Committee Chair and others join us for a 
great evening of dining, prizes, and discussion. Yes, 
Intermountain Region hosted Parade this year, and 
by all accounts we did a great job of it!

There are too many people, both IRPCA and na-
tional, to thank individually in this column for their 
tireless work and warm welcoming of all of the na-
tion’s Porsche Club Regions to Salt Lake City for the 
57th Porsche Parade. See the August issue of Zeitung 
for their names, and for descriptions of all the events 
of that great show. There were over 700 Porsches 
registered for our Porsche Parade!

We had a dozen cars participate in a quickly-
planned event in Park City in August—the first 
Intermountain Porsche Concours d’Elegance. The 
Concours was held in conjunction with the Kimball 
Park City Arts Festival. The Festival invited us to 
bring out a limited field of Porsches to fit on a small 

space just off Main Street in Park 
City. We invited a representative 
sample of classic and modern 
Porsches. Lots of Festival-goers 
came to view our cars, and to 
vote for a viewer’s choice best of 
show (there was no formal judg-
ing this year). Check out the coverage on page 18.

We held the Third Annual Amazing Rally in 
early September. I believe this “gimmick” rally will 
become a regular tradition of IRPCA. Our Fall Social 
was held in conjunction with the event—and, again, 
lots of good food was eaten, prizes were won, and 
friendships were renewed and forged. Due to the 
demands of planning and putting on Parade, which 
ran from July 8 through July 14th, the Rally was sim-
pler and smaller than last year’s. Still, we matched 

the first year’s participation, and 
a good time was had by every-
one who came. See page 20 for 
more.

Besides the Amazing Rally, 
we planned five driving Tours 
for 2012, including two multi-day 
ones. The Alpine Loop Tour had 
to be rescheduled due to road 
closures in the high country. All 
of the Tours, with one exception, 
came off successfully and were 
enjoyed by those who came 
out. Our overnight Jackson, 
Wyoming Tour was fun, as it has 

been in past years, despite including only four cars. 
Our two-day Moab Tour was cancelled, but a sixth 
tour was added at the end of the season. The year’s 
last Tours—Big Cottonwood Canyon (see page 10), 
Midway & Morgan, and the “Porsches and Pancakes” 
Tour from Ogden Canyon to Bear Lake and back—
averaged fifteen cars each, and nearly twice that 
many enthusiastic members.

The last event of 2012 will be our Holiday Social on 
December 15 at the Willow Creek Country Club (see 
the next page). This is a change from the previously 
published December date! Look for an invitation in 
your mailboxes soon. The details will also be posted 
on our Web site, www.irpca.org. Mark your calen-
dars now. We’d love to see you all out there!

Thank you all for everything you give to IRPCA. It 
really is not just the cars; it’s the people.

the president’s take Will Crowther, President

Thank you all for every-
thing you give to the 
Intermountain Region 
PCA. It really is not just 
the cars; it’s the people.
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upcoming events
n november
tba  2013 Election Meeting 

n december
Sat 12/15 Holiday Social 
  at Willow Creek Country Club 
  details tba

member spotlight

n for the complete event calendar, visit
www.irpca.org n

304 primary members; 504 total

n new members
Mark Fankhauser Salt Lake City
2007 Targa 4S, red

Gordon and Donna Huntsman Kanab
2007 Cayman S, Guards Red from Oregon

Regan McCarthy West Jordan
1974 914, white

William McCreary Salt Lake City
2002 Boxster, black

David Nelson and Helen Hodgson Draper
1984 911, 2003 Carrera 4S

Stephen and Rae Rankin Syracuse

James Roberts Clinton
1985 944 from Arizona

Richard Sanders and Curt Sanders Salt Lake City
2008 Boxster S, silver; 2008 Cayenne, green
 from Nord Stern

Hiromi and Jeannie Sayama Bountiful
2003 Carrera, silver

Robyn and Jordan Seldin Salt Lake City
1998 993, silver

Kim and Chris Wardle Ogden
2007 997, black

Thanks for a great 2012 season! The 
2013 season will be upon us before 
you know it, so watch Zeitung, the 

IRPCA Web site and your e-mail for 
news of upcoming events!

New member Regan McCarthy wastes no time getting 
involved with IRPCA, making appearances at the August 
and October autocrosses with his 1974 914. We encour-
age all of our members to come out to an event and join 
the fun!

Save the Date!
Holiday Social

Saturday evening
December 15

Willow Creek Country Club

Join us in December at
Willow Creek Country Club 

8505 Willow Creek Drive
in Sandy for the last IRPCA 

event of 2012.

Watch for details via e-mail 
or at www.irpca.org!
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A PCA Regional news magazine just wouldn’t be 
complete without the editor shamelessly begging for 
content for future issues. I wouldn’t want to miss my 
opportunity, and so here I am.

The purpose of the Zeitung is to engage, inform 
and entertain the IRPCA membership, although not 
necessarily in that order. In a typical issue, you can 
expect to find details of upcoming events, contact 
information for club officers and committees, techni-
cal tidbits and so on. And I hope that you’ll find the 
magazine entertaining as well, with follow-ups to 
recent (or sometimes not-so-re-
cent) events, interesting features 
and, of course, scintillating 
commentary.

Naturally, in order for such 
content to appear in Zeitung, 
someone has to write it. In 
many magazines, the editor(s) 
also serve as contributors, and I 
expect that I will be writing the 
occasional piece (such as this 
month’s write-up on the new 
2013 Boxster, starting on page 
12). And for the first few issues, 
I’m leaning heavily on the IR-
PCA board to contribute articles 
as well (and I am very grateful 
for their participation!).

But Zeitung isn’t about my story, or the IRPCA 
board’s story; it’s about the IRPCA’s collective story. 
That means it’s about your story. And I believe that 
each of you has a story to tell. Some of you might 
take road trips in your Porsches. Others might leave 
the Porsche at home but pay a visit to the Porsche 
Sport Driving School in Alabama; the Porsche factory 
and museum in Zuffenhausen, Germany; or some 
other destination of interest to Porsche enthusiasts 
(if not directly Porsche-related). Or perhaps you’ve 
chronicled a maintenance procedure or upgrade 
that you recently performed on your Porsche. And of 
course, attending an IRPCA event and writing about 
it is always welcome, too! Whatever your story, 

please consider sharing it with 
the rest of us.

Even if you don’t consider 
yourself a writer, you might be 
surprised at what you can do. 
It doesn’t require a Herculean 
effort to put an article together. A 
story doesn’t have to be lengthy; even a few para-
graphs supported by a handful of photos will get 
the job done. And if you’re just not sure how to get 
started, the Zeitung editor is here to help!

If you’re still insistent that 
you’re just not a writer, perhaps 
you might bring a camera to 
an IRPCA event. If so, please 
consider sending some of your 
photos in to Zeitung. If you can 
briefly describe what is happen-
ing or at least who appears in 
each photo, that’s even better, 
but an un-captioned photo is 
better than no photo at all! So 
send those photos in as well—
we’ll find a place for them. As a 
photography enthusiast myself, 
I can often be found at events 
with camera in hand, but I 
would much rather use your 
photos than my own!

My hope is to publish the Zeitung six times per 
year, roughly on a bimonthly schedule (although 
this year, with our first issue having been circulated 
in late August, the schedule is a little bit off). To do 
so requires a steady supply of contributions. While 
I can always come up with something to fill each 
issue, I believe that a Regional newsletter shines 
brightest when the members of the Region are ac-
tive in producing it. If all goes well, we may even be 
able to increase the publication frequency, allow-
ing Zeitung to bring more timely news of upcoming 
activities and coverage of recent events. But that all 
depends on you!

See you at the Holiday Social—don’t miss it!

runoff area

contribute
Ever wanted to see your name in print? Zeitung needs 

your articles and photos! Become a part of the team by 
contributing your stories, photos and ideas, and make 
Zeitung your magazine!

Subject matter for contributions can be just about 
anything—a technical how-to, a story about last sum-
mer’s road trip, an interview, a breathless ode to your 
new (or old) Porsche, or anything else at least tangen-
tially Porsche-related.

Not a writer? Not to worry! If you have an idea for an 
article, we can help put it into words, assist with devel-
opment, provide photographic support if appropriate, 
and make it all look great in print.

Content and inquiries may be submitted to the Zei-
tung editor at editor@iZeitung.net. The deadline for 
submissions is the 10th of the month prior to issue date.

Thanks for helping to make Zeitung one of the best 
newsletters in PCA!

Jeremy Rosenberger, Editor

Zeitung is about your 
story—please consider 
sharing it with us. Even if 
you don’t consider your-
self a writer, you might 
be surprised at what you 
can do.
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I V Y  D E S I G N  G R O U P  L L C

TMivyDesign
software development consulting

Jeremy Rosenberger jeremy@ivydesign.com
801.993.0964

w w w. i v y d e s i g n . c o m

autocross season wrap-up
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Richard Aupperle, Autocross Co-Chair

September: Autocross 5, Maverik Center
We had a huge turnout for the Maverik Center 

Autocross on September 16th. This was the same 
venue that PCA used for the 2012 Parade Autocross, 
although they used a different route than we laid out.

Autocross co-chair Roger Bird brought his recently 
completed 914 out to run—with the new 6-cylin-
der ready to rumble—and found out it has a lot of 
torque! Swapped ends a couple of times to the de-
light of the crowd. Made for horrible times, though.

All in all, a great day with beautiful weather, great 
people and great Porsches.

October: Autocross 6, Northwest Research
What started as a brisk morning (temperature in 

the 40’s) turned out to be a nice day after all.
Although we got a late start due to course setup 

problems, the 15 drivers enjoyed a tight, challeng-
ing two-lap course that pushed some to the limit. 
One driver (who requested to remain anonymous) 
pushed just beyond the limit and did a little off-road-
ing. Thankfully, no major damage was done other 
than some broken plastic and a scuffed spoiler!

Thanks to all the participants this year! It was a 
different year with the Parade in July, but we pulled 
together and had a safe and fun 2012.

Look for final results and awards to be presented 
at the Holiday Social on December 15th at The Wil-
low Creek Country Club.

1

2

3

1: Regan McCarthy preserves momentum in his 1974 
914. 2: Another 1974 914—this one belonging to 
Roger Bird—proved to be a handful with an upgraded 
6-cylinder. 3: Zana Anderson posted the fastest 
woman’s time of the day at Northwest Research in her 
2002 Boxster S. 4: Rob Cottle and his 1989 911 are 
the team to beat in the highly contested G class. 5: 
Kourtney Miles and Brandon Bowen prepare to take 
on the competition at Maverik Center. 6: Gail Chase 
and his 1987 911 Targa are top contestants in B class. 
7: The grid at Maverik Center.
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Pos Cls PIC Num Driver  Run 1  Run 2  Run 3  Run 4  Run 5  Run 6

1 A 1 201 Brandon Bowen
2001 Porsche 996 GT3 1:23.270 +1 1:20.809 +1 1:18.383 1:16.877 1:16.232 1:15.660 +2

2 X 1 179 Corbin Leonard
1997 BMW M3 1:28.792 1:25.817 1:24.184 +1 1:24.385 +1 1:22.325 1:20.820

3 G 1 987 Jeremy Rosenberger
2005 Porsche Boxster  DNF 1:24.053 +2 1:21.508 +4 1:22.972 +2 1:25.846 +1 1:21.855

4 X 2 97 Garth Shaw
2012 Volkswagen GTI 1:29.363 1:23.170 1:22.316 +1 1:23.261 1:22.732 1:22.100

5 G 2 89 Rob Cottle
1989 Porsche 964 Carrera 4  DNF 1:25.752 1:27.245 +1 1:24.462 1:22.151 1:22.468

6 B 1 79 Gail Chase
1987 Porsche 911 Targa 1:26.964  DNF 1:23.793 1:29.820 1:22.419 1:22.577

7 E 1 27 Richard Aupperle
1984 Porsche 911 Targa  DNF 1:36.949 1:28.496 1:25.635 1:24.464 +1 1:23.591

8 F 1 952 James Morris
1974 Porsche 914 1:36.585 +1 1:32.698 1:30.436 1:31.640 1:29.059 +1 1:29.883

9 X 3 221 Riley Heiner
1989 BMW 325i  DNF 1:35.470 1:32.120 1:34.792 +2 1:34.021 1:31.536

10 WC 1 818 Zana Anderson
2002 Porsche Boxster S 1:57.847 1:40.957 1:37.974 1:33.332 +1 1:32.318 1:35.233 +1

11 WC 2 997 Diane Johnstone
2005 Porsche 997 1:50.482 1:40.183 1:36.514 1:37.573 1:35.449 1:33.028

12 F 2 101 Larry Phillips
1974 Porsche 914 1:38.068 1:35.555 1:33.905 1:33.580 +1 1:31.362 +1 1:31.462 +1

13 E 2 533 Kevin Heiner
1982 Porsche 911 SC  DNF 1:37.862 1:39.742 +1 1:36.349 1:33.401 1:33.876

14 F 3 326 Mark Anderson
1994 Porsche 968 1:37.431  DNF 1:33.633  —  —  —

15 F 4 410 Regan McCarthy
1974 Porsche 914 1:50.407  DNF 1:50.855 1:41.446 1:39.078 1:36.773

16 WA 1 201 Kourtney Miles
2001 Porsche 996 GT3 1:52.125 +3 1:35.013 +1  —  —  —  —

— B 2 705 Barry Richins
1999 Porsche 996  DNF  —  —  —  —  —

autocross #6 results
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1: Brandon Bowen’s 
white GT3 can often 
be found at the top 
of the timing sheet. 2: 
Larry Phillips hustles his 
914 through the cones 
at Northwest Research. 
3: Richard Aupperle 
made a strong showing 
in B class this season.
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Wasatch Body Shop
46 years of quality and integrity speaks for itself

373 W American Ave 
801.322.1728 • www.wasatchautobody.com

• Salt Lake City, UT 84101

four reasons why we should be
your first choice

We’re one of the few shops in Utah 

with a bake-on paint system. It’s as 

close to a factory finish as you can get.

We’ll return any Porsche body to exact 

factory standards with the Celette bench 

system. No matter how bent out of shape it 

is. Any model. Any year.

Nothing protects your Porsche from the 

elements like Liquid Glass. From acid rain to 

hard water spotting. A small price to pay for 

the protection you get.

No car leaves Wasatch without my OK. 

Every car is treated as if it were my own. 

Ask the customers who made us their first 

choice!

1.

2.

4.

3.
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www.rsrmotorsports.biz

PORSCHE

BMW

801-771-7062

Mercedes-Benz

3251 N 750 E #4 
Layton, Utah

We have 25 years of experience working with European 
cars. Our specialized experience combined with a passion 
for European vehicles assures that your car will receive 
exceptional service while in our care. We are fully equipped 
to handle any maintenance or repair and have better access 
for ordering specialized parts for your European car.

One of our specialties is race car maintenance and vehicle 
enhancement. Several professional drivers trust us with 
their cars and therefore their safety. You can be assured that 
the same level of performance our racers expect from us 
will be dedicated to your vehicle. Providing quality care 
and establishing a relationship with our customers is a 
priority at RSR Motorsports.

story and photos by Zana Anderson, Tours Co-Chair

What’s a great way to celebrate your birthday? Go 
on a drive with the car club. I picked up my grand-
daughter, Ava, on the way to Sandy to meet up with 
the group. Saturday, August 18 was a gorgeous, hot 
summer day, and perfect for a car drive. We met up 
on the south side of the South Towne Mall in Sandy. 
The British car club met on the east side of 
the mall for the same reason as us! (I went 
over there to check out the cars just as they 
were leaving.)

After signing the waiver sheet and holding 
the requisite drivers’ meeting, we were off in 
a lovely line of Porsches. I drove as sweeper, 
while Will Crowther was lead car. There 
were a dozen cars total, with one car finding 
us at the photo stop halfway up the canyon. 
This was a short drive—Big Cottonwood 
Canyon on a Saturday in the middle of sum-
mer is very busy and crowded! From South 
Towne Mall, we went east, then wound 
around a little until we got onto the Big Cot-
tonwood Canyon road—home to Solitude 
and Brighton ski resorts. At Brighton, which 
is also a town, we spent some time walking 

around Silver Lake (for those of us that wanted to), 
visiting with friends and talking car talk. We then 
drove back down the canyon, stopping at Silver Fork 
Lodge and Restaurant for lunch. They put us at a 
big, long table outside on the covered patio. Of the 
18 people on the tour, 16 stopped for lunch. Some 
yummy grub was had, and we all went our separate 
ways. Short and sweet... happy birthday to me!

big cottonwood canyon tour wrap-up

1
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 porsche design
fashion

ß1000

 porsche design

Porsche Design Store Salt Lake City | phone 801 532 1017 
www.porsche-design.com

PD_AZ_SaltLakeCity_FashionCouple_3x4,312 Zoll_Satzspiegel.indd   1 20.08.12   16:12

2

3

4

1: Curve warning arrows mean good times ahead! 
2: Lunch at the Silver Fork Lodge. 3: Silver Lake offers 
a picturesque vista. 4: A brief pause for a photo op.
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Let’s make one thing clear right now: I am an 
unapologetic, dyed-in-the-wool Boxster aficio-
nado. Since the debut of the Boxster concept 

car at the Detroit Auto Show in 1993, I was smitten. 
And while some of the details of designer Grant 
Larson’s exquisite concept were “watered down” 
for what would become the production car, when 
the roadsters hit the showroom floors in 1996, I still 
knew that I must someday have a Boxster.

Fast-forward a few years—OK, a decade and 
change—and the dream would finally be trans-
formed into reality. In 2008, my wife Camilla and 
I bought our first Porsche, a 2005 Boxster. The ‘05 
was the first year of the “987” model, a significant 

enough makeover of the platform that Porsche 
gave it a new model designation. The 987 improved 
on the outgoing model in numerous ways, while 
managing to keep weight increase to a minimum. It 
could be argued that the changes were evolutionary 
more than revolutionary, particularly in the styling 
department. After all, why mess with perfection?

Porsche did mess with perfection, as it turns 
out—resulting in the third generation of Boxster, the 
981. Introduced as a 2013 model, the 981 re-imagines 
the Boxster more extensively than any of the previ-
ous makeovers. Needless to say, I am smitten once 
again. So when Steve Burt, General Manager of 
Stevinson Imports in Littleton, Colorado, offered me 

impressions from a fanatic

2013

story and photos by the editor

certified Boxster zealot and Zeitung 
editor Jeremy Rosenberger bums a 
ride in Porsche’s all-new Boxster S for 
a day—and is reluctant to give it back
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(having logged some 50,000 miles in four years) and 
perhaps confirm a few things that you’ve already 
read or otherwise suspected. So let’s get on with it.

Color me biased, but I think this Boxster is the 
best-looking car to come out of Porsche’s styling 
department since, well, 1993’s original Boxster show 
car. For the first time, the side intake vents look 
truly purposeful. Incidentally, they’ve always been 
functional, although only the driver’s side served 
as an intake (the other side exhausted excess heat 
from the engine compartment). This time around, 
they are both said to serve as intakes (although 
I didn’t unbolt the engine cover to verify). In any 
case, it seems that the designers were finally able to 
convince the bean counters that the Boxster doesn’t 
need to share so much sheet metal with its larger 911 
sibling. As a consequence, the 981 gets unique door 
skins, allowing the side scoops to become much 
deeper and better integrated into the car’s overall 
styling. It is perhaps the best-executed feature of the 
body styling, and it is delicious.

If Porsche hit a home run with the side intakes, 
the same unfortunately cannot be said for the center 
“intake” on the front fascia. The center opening first 
appeared on the 2000 Boxster S to provide airflow to 
a third radiator and, until the 981 model, has served 
as a visual cue to distinguish the base model from 
the S. (While the 987 S no longer employed a third 
radiator, except perhaps for Tiptronic-equipped cars, 
the center intake remained.) With the advent of the 
981, both the base car and the S feature the center 
intake—and in both cases, it is obviously a non-func-
tional, purely cosmetic feature, as a rather notice-
able blackout panel sits right behind the opening. 
This “feature” appears to carry over from the 991, 
where I first noticed it. For a company which has 
historically been famous for a design ethos of “form 
following function,” this clear departure from that 
mindset is a bit of a head-scratcher.

While I’m at it, I may as well clear the air and 
mention the other two areas in which I feel Porsche 
has lost the plot of form following function. First, the 
Boxster wheel offering has grown an inch overall 
compared to the 987, trading a 17-to-19-inch wheel 
range for 18-to-20-inch offerings. Yet the brakes 
remain the same size, or at least have not grown a 
commensurate amount (and there’s no reason that 
they should, as the 987 Boxster already had fantastic 
brakes, and the 981 actually reduces overall weight 
slightly). As I see it, there are only two reasons to 
increase wheel diameter: to clear larger brakes or to 
keep up with current fashion trends. Since the for-
mer is apparently not the case, I can only conclude 
that Porsche is doing the latter.

Besides the wheels, let’s look at the interior for a 
moment. Porsche’s new corporate-standard console 
sports a great deal of brightwork, which might look 
great in the showroom but, especially in an open-

a drive in a Guards Red 2013 Boxster S for the better 
part of a weekend, how could I say no? To do so 
would be to abdicate my responsibilities as a PCA 
newsletter editor, and we have high standards of 
journalistic integrity to uphold.

Numerous articles have already been written 
about the new Boxster, including in PCA’s own 
Porsche Panorama—and, I might add, by people 
who are both more talented writers and drivers than 
I am. So there’s probably nothing I can tell you about 
the latest iteration of Porsche’s entry-level sports 
car that you haven’t read somewhere else already. 
However, I can share my impressions as someone 
who is intimately familiar with this car’s predecessor 

impressions from a fanatic

2013
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top roadster, will almost certainly cause unwanted 
sunlight reflections when you least expect them. It’s 
easy enough to at least partially defeat this issue by 
ordering the center console trim in leather or some 
other material with less specular reflectivity—al-
though this will set you back at least $300, and, 
really, Porsche should have known better.

With those gripes out of my system—and they 
really are rather minor, in the grand scheme of 
things—let’s get back to it. Speaking of those 20-inch 
wheels, I was initially concerned about the degree to 
which they might compromise ride quality. The short 
answer is, not at all. With my own 2005 Boxster, 
riding on 18-inch wheels, serving as a reference, I 
did not notice any untoward behavior from the 981 
over a variety of surfaces. And in the interest of sci-
ence, I was sure to collect more data by employing 
both modes of the PASM suspension (“normal” and 
“sport”) for comparison. “Sport,” while quite firm, 
never felt punishing, which echoes my experience 
with my own PASM-equipped car. Being a bit more 
compliant, however, the “normal” mode is more 
likely to win spousal approval.

The 981 will feel familiar to a seasoned Box-
ster driver, in both driving and general operation, 
although there will certainly be some adjustments 

More buttons, knobs and switches than the Batmobile—
and, holy brightwork, Batman!

to be made (primarily due to the reconfiguration of 
controls relative to previous models). This particu-
lar car was equipped with the 14-way Sports seats, 
which were comfortable enough, although they 
would have benefited from additional side bolster-
ing. (I believe the “Sports seats Plus” do something 
to address that, as well as thinning your wallet some-
what, which might also increase seating comfort.) 
Incidentally, the seats’ memory function presumably 
also included the setting for the side view mirrors, 
but I found that the mirrors would periodically adjust 
themselves inward from my preferred settings. I 
suspect that this could be solved with an adjustment 
to the “nut behind the wheel,” but I didn’t take the 
time to figure it out.

So what’s it like to drive this thing? After the 
morning photo shoot (for which I rendezvoused 
with my Rocky Mountain Region PCA colleague, 
Troy Nakatani, who just took delivery of a Platinum 
Silver Metallic 981 S), I headed for my “secret test 
loop” outside of Denver. Unfortunately, unlike some 
magazines, I don’t have Patrick Long to accompany 
me on test drives, nor am I on friendly enough terms 
with the Colorado Porsche dealers that they would 
casually shrug off the balling-up of one of their 
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brand-new cars. So I tend to drive at about eight-
tenths of my own capability, which probably trans-
lates to about six- or seven-tenths of that of the car. 
So, much as I would like to be able to, I can’t tell you 
firsthand about how beautifully neutrally the Boxster 
S handles as the limit.

I can tell you, however, that it felt a little too easy to 
break the rear tires loose through a tight turn—and 
this was with the PSM engaged. (In my own car, I 
drive with the PSM off an autocross or driver educa-
tion on a familiar track, but I leave it on for street 
driving.) While I’ve never experienced this in my 
own Boxster, this car has an advantage of 75 hp and 
70 lb-ft, so that may have had something to do with 
it. Or perhaps the tires had been heat-cycled one 
too many times by over-enthusiastic test drivers who 
had driven the car previously. Whatever the reason, 
I certainly didn’t have the confidence to explore the 
finer characteristics of oversteer in someone else’s 
$80,000 car! However, driving well within limits, 
turn-in felt quick (a lot quicker than my 2005, in fact; 
I wonder if the steering ratio has been revised), and 
while the steering felt precise, there was just a bit 
less communication through the wheel than I am 
used to. While it’s true that an electrohydraulic pow-
er steering pump has replaced the previous model’s 
crankshaft-driven system, I suspect that the loss of 
steering feel is likely due to other changes—perhaps, 

for example, the massive wheels at the corners. In 
any case, the steering is anything but numb, and I 
still found it superb—but it might take a little bit of 
getting used to, for those who have been driving 
Porsches for a while.

Although nobody drives a Boxster in a straight line 
(at least hopefully not for very long, anyway), the 
3.4-liter’s 315 horsepower and 266 lb-ft of torque cer-
tainly make themselves known when one stands on 
the gas. Having (briefly) driven a 991 Carrera S Cab-
riolet (400 hp, 325 lb-ft) a few weeks before, I was 
blown away by its time-altering acceleration. The 
Boxster S does not feel much slower, and Porsche’s 
performance figures bear this out (4.1 sec 0-60 for 
the Carrera S with PDK in Sport Plus, compared to 
4.5 sec for the Boxster S). Given that the figures are 
almost on top of each other, I can’t imagine there’s 
much room between them for the base Carrera, 
which uses the same 3.4-liter as the Boxster S—albe-
it presumably with less restrictive high-end breath-
ing, as it makes its maximum power (350 hp) at 7400 
rpm, compared to 6700 rpm for the Boxster S.

All these numbers make me restless, so let’s get 
back to driving. This particular car was equipped 
with the PDK transmission (just try to find one in 
dealer inventory that isn’t!)—which, I’m sure you’ve 
read by now, makes insanely fast shifts. Well, it’s one 
thing to read it, but it’s quite another to experience 
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it—particularly downshifts, which of course are not 
only lightning-quick, but are also accompanied by 
perfect rev-matching. If you’ve spent years honing 
the art of heel-and-toe shifting, the PDK will make 
you feel obsolete in less time than it takes to shift in 
Sport Plus mode.

That being said, there were some times that the 
transmission would downshift unexpectedly. If 
you put your (gas pedal) foot to the floor, or pos-
sibly even mostly to the floor, the transmission will 
downshift if there are a few hundred revs’ worth of 
range available in the lower gear. Of course, if you 
aren’t expecting this, it can be a bit unsettling, not 
only to the car’s chassis, but to the driver as well. 
Furthermore, it seems to do this even in “manual” 
mode, so one has to be very cognizant of what the 
transmission is going to do. I suppose that once a 
driver becomes familiar with the PDK’s behavior, 
this would probably not be an issue, but I did find it a 
bit unnerving. Given that pretty much all of the “real” 
drivers prefer PDK, I will readily chalk up my experi-
ence to unfamiliarity and/or plain incompetence. 
Or perhaps just plain prejudice: I confess to being a 
manual transmission bigot. As fantastic as the PDK 
is, I just prefer to do my own clutch work. (That, and 
I can think of other option boxes that I would be 

more tempted to tick for that $3,200...)
Being a modern car, the Boxster is equipped with 

the expected amenities such as iPod integration. 
I was a little concerned when the audio system 
wouldn’t recognize any of the playlists on my iPod—
allowing me only to play from “all songs”—and 
initially chalked this up to some bizarre incompat-
ibility. However, I later discovered that a recent sync 
of my iPod had somehow deleted all the playlists 
while keeping the songs themselves intact, so 
Porsche’s audio system was cleared of any wrongdo-
ing. I’m not sure which audio package this particu-
lar car had, since the sticker’s description of the 
“Sound Package Plus” option doesn’t coincide with 
Porsche’s online Car Configurator, but it sounded 
great, once I figured out that I had to configure the 
auxiliary input for “surround sound” to actually hear 
anything out of the rear speakers.

Another feature becoming de rigeur on modern 
automobiles is automatic engine start/stop. If the car 
is stopped for a short period of time (seemed like 
about 15 seconds), the engine shuts off to conserve 
fuel. As soon as one’s foot is lifted from the brake, 
the engine lights off. In practice, my foot usually 
found the accelerator a split second before the car 
was actually ready to go. But I also discovered that 
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merely reducing brake pedal pressure (with-
out lifting off the pedal entirely) is sufficient 
to restart the engine. So while the feature 
isn’t completely seamless, with a little finesse 
(which would eventually become second na-
ture), it would become nearly so. Or one can 
simply defeat the feature altogether with the 
push of a button on the console.

True to form, I didn’t exercise the power top 
very much—I lowered it when I collected the 
car, and raised it when I returned it. But I did 
notice that the manual latches (the 987 has 
a single manual lever to release and secure 
the top) have been banished entirely; the top 
mechanism is fully automatic now. Porsche 
can tell you how long it takes to raise or 
lower—it might even be a second or two faster 
than the outgoing model—but I can tell you 
that it’s fast enough. As with the 987, the top 
can be operated at low speeds (up to 30 mph 
or so), which is useful if you ever find yourself 
under an unexpected cloudburst.

So what’s the verdict? Other than perhaps 
the highly-focused, 987-based Boxster Spyder, 
I wouldn’t hesitate to call the 981 the best Box-
ster ever. Porsche has preserved every detail 
that makes the Boxster the gold standard of 
sports cars, while wrapping it all in a sexy new 
skin that manages to be thoroughly modern 
yet thoroughly Porsche. And in an era when 
most cars (other than Porsches, of course) 
seem to be gaining weight with each genera-
tion, the 981 manages to shave off most of the 
(modest) weight gains of the 987 generation, 
putting curb weight back into 986 territory. The 
icing on the cake, of course, is that the Boxster 
S is every bit as fast as the 911 Carrera Cabrio-
let, for some $30K less, and nips at the heels of 
the Carrera S Cabrio. How can you go wrong?

Still, while it may be blasphemy, I thought the 
Boxster S to be just a bit too quick, gauging the base 
car—even my older, 240 hp version—to be just about 
right. I’d love to spend a day with a six-speed, 2.7-liter 

981 for comparison purposes (which I will of course 
dutifully report here in the Zeitung) and to reaffirm 
my preferences.

Wasatch Front Porsche dealers, are you listening? 
Spring will be here soon...

Tim Martin
801.733.4439 x22
martint@extendata.com

Improve Your Business With 
The Leader In Enterprise 
Mobility Solutions

www.extendata.com
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First Place

Ed and Christine Blais’ 1959 356A 
sunroof coupe

Second Place (tie)
Bart and Rhonda Blackstock’s 2008 911 
Carrera 4S Targa

Steve Pitt’s 2011 Boxster Spyder

Third Place (tie)
Richard Elliott’s 2002 Boxster S

Brian Pusey’s 2007 Cayman S

Fourth Place (tie)
Will Crowther‘s 2005 911 Turbo S coupe

Diane Johnstone’s 2005 911 Carrera coupe

Alicia Lauria O’Meara’s 1997 911 Turbo S coupe

Jim Warburton’s 1978 911 SC Targa

Honorable Mention
Roberto and Robbie Albarran’s 2002 GT2 Club Sport

Michele and Bob Barnard’s 1967 911 coupe

Richard Pick’s 2001 911 Carrera coupe

kimball arts festival concours wrap-up
photos and reporting by Brian Pusey

Results were determined based on a “viewers’ choice” format, with attendees of the arts 
festival voting for their favorite Porsche.

1: A spectator checks out Michele 
and Bob Barnard’s 1967 911, 
with Ed and Christine Blais’ 
show-stealing 1959 356A sunroof 
coupe in the background. 2: Brian 
Pusey’s 2007 Cayman S displays an 
aggressive stance. 3: A high-angle 
view of some of the Porsches on 
display. 4: Jim Warburton’s classic 
1978 911 SC Targa appears in the 
foreground, displayed alongside 
some modern Porsches.

1 2

3
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More than one 
magic trick—sev-
eral magic tricks. 

The first and most amazing 
was that the Amazing Rally became a 

reality at all! In a summer of all things Porsche, being 
dominated by the national Porsche Parade here in 
Salt Lake, little time was left for the preparation and 
planning of the Amazing Rally. Some three weeks 
out, the board got down to business, and a flurry of 
assignments, orders and some none-too-attractive 
begging began. Bart Blackstock took on the overall 
coordination, Kay Terry the volunteers, and Will 
Crowther a lot of the leg work. Piece by painful 

piece, the Amazing Rally began to take shape. Kay 
assembled a handsome group of young volunteers; 
permits were sought from the city; sponsors were 
requested, then cajoled, bribed and finally threat-
ened. Permits were sought again (“No, this is not 
the correct office. I believe you’ll want to speak to 
the Motor Vehicle Event Impact Assessment Division 
over at City/County, but of course they don’t work 
in August”). Strong Porsche got onboard in order to 
tempt IRPCA members into one of their slinky new 
machines, Car Concepts/Premier Polish in order to 
pimp said machines out, Foothill Tire Pros to supply 
the rubber, and RSR and Kapp’s in order to be there 
when you break them.

One of the more successful magic tricks came 

with the arrival of 
beautiful weather 
greeting the thirty 
or so freshly washed 
Porsches at Car Con-
cepts on the morning of 
the rally. We all gathered 
to collect our swag, find 
familiar faces and meet 
some new ones. Porsche 
people—you can’t beat ‘em. Rolling out in the bright 
sunshine, we arrived at our first stop at Foothill Tire 
for the popular guess-how-badly-your-tires-are-inflat-
ed game before heading east up Emigration Canyon 

and north through East Canyon. There, 
Cory and Jenny Woolson were manning 
the lonely outpost atop Big Mountain and 
handing out the first playing card toward a 
hopeful house-beating hand. Soon we were 
heading down, and negotiating through the 
twisties without running over any bicycles 
or their earnest riders was the next trick. 
Apparently this is frowned upon among 
cyclists. Who knew?

On into the town of Morgan, we reached 
the first extended stop, with activities de-
signed to make one reach out and embrace 
one’s inner idiot. Wendy Crowther and 
her crew of endlessly cheerful volunteers 
directed the malfunctioning R/C car slaloms 
and the impossible marshmallow-projectile 

event. The concept here was that one would launch 
a mini-mallow from a hand-pumped device, and 
one’s rally co-conspirator would catch it in a bucket. 
It is no wonder that the volunteers were so cheerful 
watching grown men and women at this task: The 
projectile launcher itself was most uncooperative. 
The operator would pump furiously away at the 
thing, only to have the petulant projectile ejaculate 
of its own accord. This left the receiver to dodge and 

Magic Tricks at the
Amazing Rally
as recalled by

 Gus Stribakos
 photos by the editor

1: The diabolical marshmallow-projectile event. 2: 
Diane Johnstone and daughter check in for the day’s 
festivities. 3: It’s a rare autocross in which the car risks 
greater damage than the cones!

1
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guess at where or when the bullet might come their 
way. The only one perfectly content with the situa-
tion was Clover—Diane and Doug Bledsoe’s dog—
who had her way with many a wayward marshmal-
low, the undigested remains of which are likely now 
scattered around the Bledsoe household.

Participants did not fare much better at the Deer 
Valley stop, where events ranged from the innocu-
ous but difficult bean bag toss game (average score: 
none) to the frightening “liability awareness” event, 
the trike. Obviously designed by a teenager with a 
deep hostility toward a generation with older, less 

pliable bones, these three-wheeled contraptions 
were equal parts scooter, tricycle, skateboard and a 
litigator’s 401(k). After Debbie Roque administered 
the required pre-ride oath (“I will not sue the club, I 
will not sue the club, I will not sue the club”), victims 
were invited to straddle the thing and maneuver it 
about the sloping, irregular asphalt of the Deer Valley 
parking lot. Points were given for time, style and ad-
equate hospital coverage; or deducted for whining, 
pushing with one’s feet and injuries requiring more 
than a Band-Aid.

Prior to reaching the final stage at Deer Valley or 

2 3
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the conclusion at Strong Porsche—
where dinner, drinks, prizes and good 
fellowship were enjoyed by all—there 
were a just a couple of missteps. 
Though the board had deemed the 
route so simple to follow that no one 
could possibly get lost, people got lost. 
When Bart reached the stop between Morgan and 
Deer Valley to check on the volunteers, he found that 
they had assumed that all the cars were through and 
had left. This would have been correct except for the 
Lost Souls who were wandering the mountainous 
back country. This was an important point to man, 
as it was necessary here to direct rally-goers toward 
the road to Deer Valley and not down Guardsman’s 
Pass—and of course, someone must dole out the 
all-important playing card. There was a need to take 
action, so Bart did what any red-blooded American 
man would do: He dumped his wife there. Now 
Rhonda is stranded atop the mountain with no 
supplies but a deck of cards, and Bart hustles back 
down the mountain to the last turnoff in the hopes 
of giving directions to stragglers. Time passes. 
The wind blows cool on a high pass, and Bart sits 
a couple of miles and a couple of thousand feet 

below, waiting for 
the wayward and the 
tardy. As I am the last 
car—the “sweeper” 
charged with round-
ing up the Lost Souls 
and leading the 
clueless—by the time 
I reach the turnoff 
where Bart waits, 
he is more than a bit 
agitated. His wife has 
been on the moun-
tain at 9000 feet for 
a spell now, with no 
companion but the Jack of Hearts, and Bart is feel-
ing a touch of the old heat. With hardly a “how’d you 
do?” we are off up the mountain, and what had once 
been a leisurely rally has become a frantic hillclimb: 
Kathy and I in our ‘89 Targa in dogged pursuit of Bart 
in his C4S. The road is steep and narrow, and the 
pavement apparently maintained only on alternate 
leap years. The road is flanked by parchment-barked 
aspens and drops leading to the Promised Land; 
best not to look over the side. Second gear seems 
a wise choice overall as the revs stay in the four-to-
six-thousand range and the engine compression 

brings the speed down 
quickly for the sudden, 
severe switchbacks. 
What little traffic there 
is yields quickly to two 
determined Porsches, 
and soon we are at the 
top amid the smells 
of early fall leaves, hot 
exhaust and angry 
rubber. There, the long-
suffering Rhonda says 
the words we came to 
hear: “Pick a card. Any 
card.”

1: The tire-pressure checkpoint at 
Foothill Tire Pros, the first stop of the 
adventure. 2: Tracy and Jill Wimer take 
a breather atop Big Mountain. 3: A 
spirited and scenic drive along Guards-
man Pass Road. 4: Ed Blake, Executive 
Director of the Salt Lake Valley Habitat 
for Humanity, discusses the organiza-
tion’s accomplishments.
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are required, but loaners are available at the event. 
Participation in the autocross is open to anybody 
with a driver’s license.

Miller Motorsports Park also provides an excellent 
opportunity to learn the potential of your car. The 
Porsche Club has several Driver Education events 
there each year. Events are run on the same track 
in Tooele that professional race series(American 
LeMans, Grand Am Racing, etc.) use. We use either 
half the track (providing a course about 2.5 miles 
long with 10-11 turns), or the full 4.5-mile course. 
The Driver Education events are a fun and legal 
way to explore the high-speed dynamics that make 
Porsches legendary. Although several cars will be on 
the track, the event is very safe, with passing only in 
designated areas (never in corners) and only with 
agreement between both drivers. Each driver will 
be given about two hours of track time each day. As 
with autocross, helmets are required, as are long 
pants, long-sleeved shirts and closed shoes. Loaner 
helmets are generally not available, so you will want 
to buy one or arrange to borrow one for the day.

If you don’t feel like driving, the club still has a 
lot to offer. The Region has a great Social calendar, 
with events planned almost every month. The social 
schedule generally starts in January, and typical 
events include “date nights” to restaurants, plays and 
other activities. The social events continue through 
the year, with summer, fall and Christmas activities 
planned.

Plenty of opportunities exist to get involved, not 
only as a participant but as a volunteer. If you’d like 
to help out with event planning, contact any of the 
Regional leaders on page 2.
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how we roll
Our club is blessed by some of the best facilities 

and terrain for the car enthusiast. The Intermountain 
Region Porsche Club of America organizes a variety 
of activities to help you enjoy your car.

Several Driving Tours are organized each year. 
These give you a chance to meet with other own-
ers and take a nice drive on our scenic roads. Some 
are day trips with a stop for lunch, while others are 
multi-day trips with overnight stops. Stops are made 
for cultural events and to photograph our cars at 
scenic points. We seldom have “single point” res-
taurants or hotels you must stay in, although a “Tour 
Central” hotel and/or restaurant will be designated 
to provide a gathering place. There is no charge for 
tours, and you are welcome to join or leave a Tour in 
progress whenever you wish. These trips are a great 
excuse to get out and drive those scenic roads that 
we never seem to find time to enjoy.

If you want to explore the potential of your car, a 
driving tour isn’t the best place to do it. Fortunately, 
the Porsche Club offers a couple ways to do that 
safely. The Region holds Autocross events during 
the warmer months. These are held in large park-
ing lots (such as fairgrounds or the Maverik Center). 
They involve navigating a course laid out in the 
parking lot with traffic cones. Cars are run one at 
a time, or spaced well apart for safety. The events 
are timed, with each driver getting 5-6 runs. Speeds 
are generally low, with emphasis on getting through 
the tight course quickly. The design of the course 
is always done with safety in mind—generally, the 
biggest danger to you is hitting one of the cones, 
leaving your car unharmed, but your ego bruised. 
Helmets with Snell SA or M ratings of 2005 or newer 

advertising rates per issue
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Dang, does it ever let up? I mean the fun, of 
course. When I last wrote, I was packing to head 
off to the Alpine Mountain Region’s Fall Tour. I got 
to Colorado Springs late the night before, then set 
off in the morning to find the group. We had a nice 
breakfast at the Monument Hill Country Club, then 
received our first set of directions—they don’t tell 
you your final destination until the late afternoon! Off 
we went, over some of the most beautiful roads the 
Front Range has to offer. At lunch we found out we’d 
be heading up and over Trail Ridge Road in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. And on our last stop—in 
Kremmling, Colorado—we discovered our final des-
tination would be Steamboat Springs. The fall colors 
were at their peak, and we had dinner on top of the 
ski mountain at sunset time. AMR’s tour was truly 
magical and mysterious!

For the last two years, the last weekend has been 
the calendar slot for the Santa Fe Concorso, hosted 
just over the mountain from us. For me, that had 
been a busy weekend since the Intermountain Re-
gion had traditionally hosted their Club Race at that 
time of year. Lo and behold, this year the IR’s moved 
their race to June, and my weekend was open. I 
attended all three days of events as a correspondent 
for 9 Magazine. Wow, what a great weekend.

Organizers Dennis and Beverly Little of Santa 
Fe have been working hard to put on a show that 
they hope to bring to the level of Amelia Island and 
Pebble Beach. And they’re on their way. Quite an 
amazing array of classic vehicles of all sorts were 
on display, and Sir Stirling Moss was back again 
as Grand Marshal. Local writer and racing legend 
Denise McCluggage has contributed to the event in 
many ways, helping to bring in stars, cars and digni-
taries. A grand event it was.

While there, I ran into my Bonneville buddy Jeff 
Brock, who lives just up the road in Abiquiú. Jeff 
built and races one of the most iconic and most 
photographed cars on the Web—a 1952 Buick Super 
Riviera. He was on the Design Forum panel discus-
sion with former Cadillac Design Chief Kip Wasenko 
and Pebble Beach Overall Winner Paul Russell. The 
panel was hosted by automotive journalist and actor 
Tim Considine and was an amazing discussion of 
design trends past, present and outlaw! After the 
panel, Jeff mentioned that he was headed out to 
Bonneville to participate in the last meet of the year 
and wondered if I’d like to come along. Hmmmm, 

I said, let me think about that 
for... YES! Of course I would. So 
Sandra and I loaded up all our 
camera stuff—both video and 
still—and on Monday morn-
ing got up at 4 AM and drove... 
to the Santa Fe ski area, two 
hundred miles out of the direct path to Wendover. 
Why? To take some photos of some beautifully clas-
sic Porsches for a couple of stories I’m working on. 
(More on that another time.) Then we turned around 
and made the long drive to the Salt Flats.

It was a great trip for all kinds of reasons. We 
got some great photos and video of Jeff’s car. To 
see some of the video, go to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=olhJD6Qu9js.

Plus I got to see my friends at Team Vesco set a 
new record of 339 MPH with their #444 car, the one 
I rode on as a skier back in 1985. Jeff set a new class 
record of 165.380 MPH. What can I say, I have “salt 
fever,” and there’s just no getting over it.

We made the long drive home through Moab and 
the Four Corners on a beautifully sunny day, with just 
enough time to unpack the car, download video and 
stills, get cleaned up and head off to the Roadrun-
ner Region’s annual Chili Cook-off. If you live in New 
Mexico, you can’t live without your “chili-fix,” and 
we’re definitely addicted to the many great flavors 
of red and green to be found both in the super-hot 
and the deliciously sweet dishes you always find at 
these kinds of events. The cook-off is always one of 
the best attended events in the Region and is hosted 
in the beautiful racing-themed home of Bruce Phil-
lips and Debra Burns. There’s always a great mix of 
new and veteran members, and this year was no 
different. One of the Region’s founders and its 1969 
President, Jim Miller, was on hand for a Roadrunner 
event for the first time in years to enjoy the fun!

As I write this, I’m getting ready to head off to Las 
Cruces and Deming, NM for the Carrera Region’s big 
event, the Oktoberfiesta—always a good time and 
one of the last warm weekends before the winter 
winds blow in. It’s not that long before I’ll be head-
ing to some of the holiday parties for my last official 
appearances as your Zone Rep. I hope to see you 
at one of those events. I look forward to seeing you 
there!

in the zone Sean Cridland, Zone 9 Representative
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Amazingly light, considering the weight 
it takes off your shoulders.

Escape to new realms of performance in the all-new 2013 Boxster. A two-
seat tribute to record-setting roadsters of the past. But like nothing you’ve 
seen before. With its push-button retractable roof and athletic mid-engine 
balance, the new Boxster connects you to every subtle nuance of the 
pavement. And the sheer ecstasy of open roads ahead and open skies 
above. Porsche. There is no substitute.

Experience the new 2013 Boxster.

175 East University Parkway
Orem, Utah 84058
(801) 228-0479
www.kengarffporsche.com

Showroom Hours M - F 9:00AM to 7:00PM, Sat 9:00AM to 6:00PM

©2012 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.



EXCLUSIVELY PORSCHE
SERVICE        REPAIR      RACE PREP

Located in the paddock at Miller Motorsports Park 
 
Air Power Racing is more than just racing, we service street cars too. Our Porsche trained 
technicians are certified on all Porsche sports cars and Cayenne’s. We service Boxsters, 
996s, 997s and ALL air cooled Porsches. Of course we’re the local experts on GT3s, from 
street use to full race cars. Get the same pride and craftsmanship for your street baby that 
we put into our race cars. We’re competitively priced and offer a full line of Porsche factory 
and aftermarket performance parts. We’d love to have you stop by and see our shop at Miller 
Motorsports Park, we’re proud of what we do and it SHOWS. Get your Driver’s Ed or NASA 
set up by the pros. NASA, PCA and POC tech inspections available.

2901 Sheep Lane, Team Garage 301, Tooele, UT 84074     
Phone: 801.475.9380   Web: www.airpowerracing.com


